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	Purpose:
1. To ensure:

· Pigs are clearly identified according to State legislation.
· Trucks, roads and facilities for transport of pigs are suitable and well managed to facilitate safe transport of pigs.

· Tattoos/brands on pigs for delivery are legible.

· Pigs are handled humanely in the piggery and during loading on-farm and unloading where producer uses own transport.

· The sale of pigs to slaughter within a WHP/ESI is prevented (chemical hazard).

· The transport of unsuitable pigs to the abattoir is avoided.

· The incidence of Salmonella (biological hazard) and stress during transport (meat quality hazard) is reduced.

· The risk of disease transfer is reduced.

· Pigs can be easily traced in the event of an emergency disease.
Also relates to APIQ(® Standards 2.1, 2.2, 2.5, 2.6, 4.2, 5.1, 7.1, 7.2, 7.3

	Action and Person Responsible
	Record(s)

	 Owner       Manager       Staff     Other (please specify): 

	Preparation of Pigs for Transport

	Copies of the Transport Code are kept at the piggery office/ smoko hut and the loading area.
	Local Transport Code

	The pig load-out time is organised to avoid temperature stress, sunburn or exposure.
	Checklist/Diary/Farm Records

	The time pigs are taken off feed is managed so that pigs are slaughtered within six (6) to 24 hours of being off feed.
	PigPass

	Time off water before and during transport is managed to minimise the risk to pig welfare by considering:

· The length of the journey - should not exceed the permitted maximum time off water (Refer below).

· Fitness of pigs for the intended journey.

· Predicted climatic conditions, especially heat or cold.

· Class of pig, especially if weak, pregnant, lactating or immature.

· The nature of the intended journey, for example, rough roads.
	Checklist/Diary/Farm Records

	The maximum time off water is as follows: 

Class of pig                                              Maximum time off water (hours) 
Growing pigs                                                     24

Lactating sows, piglets and weaners            12
	Checklist/Diary/Farm Records

	The time pigs are removed from feed and water is recorded on the PigPass.
	PigPass

	All sale pigs are clearly branded with the registered pig brand, ensuring that an adequate amount of good quality, food-grade ink is used with each slap.
	Checklist/Diary/Farm Records

	All branding equipment is well maintained, and checked for blunt, bent or broken pins before use.     
	Checklist/Diary/Farm Records

	Pigs are selected that are fit for the journey, using the APL’s guide, Is it Fit to Load? A National Guide to Selection of Pigs Fit to Transport in Australia.

Selected pigs must also be deemed fit to load for the intended journey, as required by the Australian Standards and Guidelines for the Welfare of Animals - Land Transport of Livestock endorsed in 2009.

If in doubt about the suitability of a pig for transport, the farm vet is contacted and asked to advise. The vet report and/or recommendation is retained and a dated photograph of the pig is taken.
	Presale and Transport Check/Diary

	Loading facilities, unloading facilities and roads are maintained to minimise risks to pigs and people. 
	Checklist/Diary

	Medication/Chemical Treatment Record and Farrowing and Mating Records are reviewed before loading, to ensure WHP/ESI have been observed and any outstanding WHPs/ESIs are recorded on the PigPass.
	Medication/Chemical Treatment 
Record/Diary/Farrowing and Mating Records

	The Retained Foreign Object Record is reviewed, and any retained objects are recorded on the PigPass with details of object location and how the pig is identified.  The abattoir is notified of the details of any pigs with retained objects by phone call.
	Retained Foreign Object Record/Diary/PigPass

	Before loading for transport:

· Pigs’ identification, weights and brands are checked.

· Pigs are counted to confirm numbers.

· Pigs are fit to load.
	Checklist/Diary/Farm Records

	Truck Inspection and Loading

	The truck is inspected to ensure it has been cleaned since its last journey.
	PigPass

	When loading the truck: 

· Pigs significantly different in weight are separated and not grouped together during transport.

· If dogs are used during moving and/or loading, they must be muzzled and/or under effective control to prevent biting.

· Industry accepted stocking rates are used during transport. As a guide, 5% fewer pigs should be loaded in very hot weather.

· Pigs are hosed for cooling in hot temperatures and shade cloth is used on the truck, if necessary.

· Pigs are not permitted to be returned from the ‘dirty’ area of the load–out, back into pens and sheds.
	Farm Records/Checklist/Diary

	The white and green copy of the PigPass is given to the truck driver who is instructed to make sure the white copy is delivered to the abattoir or stock handlers at the destination. The green copy is the transporter’s record.

Where possible the stockperson receiving the pigs should sign Part E of the PigPass.
The delivery address is confirmed with the truck driver, along with the most appropriate route to take, and any special details for drop-off.
	PigPass


�Should refer to 2012 version?





Disclaimer: The opinions, advice and information contained in this publication have not been provided at the request of any person but are offered by Australian Pork Limited as general comments to assist pig producers meet the standards of the Australian Pork Industry Quality Assurance Program (APIQ(®).   Pig producers should not assume or rely on the applicability of any opinion, advice or information stated in this document to the producer’s own circumstances, and should obtain their own specific advice.  Australian Pork Limited is not responsible for any loss that may be suffered as a result of any such reliance by any producer. 
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