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	Purpose:
1. To ensure that daily piggery operations and general husbandry duties are carried out in a way that maintains the welfare of pigs and protects them from biological or physical hazards. 

2. To ensure piggery operations are conducted in accordance with the Model Code of Practice for the Welfare of Animals — Pigs.

Also relates to APIQ(® Standards 1.1, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 3.2, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4 and CSC

	Action and Person Responsible
	Record(s)

	 Other (please specify):  Staff     Manager       Owner      

	Veterinary Advice

	The piggery has a client relationship with the following veterinary practices, which have visited/ have knowledge of the operation and provide prescriptions where medications are required and used.  
Name of veterinary practice (s) ______________________________
	Vet reports and prescriptions

	Facilities Design and Contingency Planning

	All pigs are checked daily, or more often if necessary (for example, in hot weather or if pigs are sick or injured). 
	Checklist/Diary

	Daily Husbandry Checks

	Check that pigs are behaving normally, are comfortable in their environment and have adequate condition scores.
	Checklist/Diary

	Identify sick, weak or injured pigs, and if necessary, separate them into sick pens and provide treatment or seek advice, as required (from the supervisor, manager or veterinarian). 
	Treatment Record/Diary/Checklists

	Identify pigs not recovering after treatment, or that are unable to be treated, and (after seeking advice from the manager or veterinarian) take action to humanely destroy them in accordance with SOP 10 — Euthanasia. (Note: Only trained staff are allowed to perform euthanasia).  
	Deaths and Losses Record

	Make sure all pigs can easily access adequate feed and water. There should be one fully operational water nipple/bowl for every one (1) to 15 grower pigs or eight (8) to 10 sows.
	Daily Checklists/Diary/Farm Records

	Make sure all pigs have access to a clean, dry place to lie, except if pigs ‘choose’ differently (for example, in summer they may wish to wet their environment to stay cool).
	Daily Checklists/Diary/Farm Records

	Make sure pigs are given sufficient space to be comfortable, and comply with the space allowance requirements provided in the Model Code of Practice for the Welfare of Animals — Pigs (Appendix III, Table 5).
	Daily Checklists/Diary/Farm Records

	Ensure dead pigs are removed from pens as soon as possible. Carcasses are disposed of away from other pigs, including feral pigs. All deaths and losses are recorded on the Deaths and Losses Record and/or the Diary.
	Deaths and Losses Record

	Fighting and bullying is kept to a minimum using one (1) or more of the following methods:

· Separating pigs that are likely to fight and bully other pigs.

· Providing pigs with additional space or room to escape.

· Mixing pigs in small groups.

· Providing more trough and drinker space.

· Providing distractions through feed on the floor or bedding materials.

· Mixing pigs at dusk, for example, before their time of rest.

· Mixing pigs of similar class, type or weight ranges.
	Daily Checklists/Diary/Farm Records

	Observe pigs for signs of heat stress in hot weather and cold stress in cold weather. Take action to cool heat stressed pigs or provide additional warmth for pigs, when required.
	Daily Checklists/Diary/Farm Records

	Boar Management


	Any boars run in groups are checked daily, and managed to ensure subordinate boars are not injured or subjected to persistent aggression by other boars.
	Daily Checklists/Diary/Farm Records

	Boars kept in stalls are released for mating or exercise at least twice a week.
	Checklist/Diary

	Moving Pigs


	Pigs are moved with the aid of hands, paddles and backing boards, where necessary. Electric prodders are only used as a last resort on pigs weighing 60 kilograms or heavier
	Daily Checklists/Diary/Farm Records

	Dogs when used to move pigs are muzzled and/or under effective control to prevent biting.
	Daily Checklists/Diary/Farm Records

	Where pigs are moved and ownership doesn’t change, pigs are exempt from being identified but traceability back to the last property of residence is maintained on the farm records. Where pigs are moved to a property with a different PIC number, the movement is reported to the PigPass database.
	Farm/Stock Movement Record, PigPass 

	Food Safety Monitoring and Chemical Storage


	A full HACCP Plan is in place or the on-farm Food Safety and Biosecurity Plan addresses, where appropriate, the Critical Control Points (CCPs) for Physical and Chemical Hazards.
	Daily Checklists/Diary/Farm Records

	Food safety monitoring checks are conducted as specified in the on-farm Food Safety and Biosecurity Plan.
	Food Safety and Biosecurity Plan/CCP/Internal Audit Records

	Non-veterinary farm chemicals, such as pesticides, are stored as per manufacturer’s recommendations.
	Daily Checklists/Diary/Farm Records

	Chemical storage is well away from pig areas. Chemicals are stored, used and disposed of according to label instructions.
	Medication List 

Medication and Chemical Record

	Pig Identification

	Slaughter pigs are tattooed with a legible slap brand prior to load-out.
	Daily Checklists/Diary/Farm Records

	Equipment Used with Pigs

	All equipment used with pigs or brought into pig housing is cleaned and, where practical, disinfected.
	Daily Checklists/Diary/Farm Records


Disclaimer: The opinions, advice and information contained in this publication have not been provided at the request of any person but are offered by Australian Pork Limited as general comments to assist pig producers meet the standards of the Australian Pork Industry Quality Assurance Program (APIQ(®).   Pig producers should not assume or rely on the applicability of any opinion, advice or information stated in this document to the producer’s own circumstances, and should obtain their own specific advice.  Australian Pork Limited is not responsible for any loss that may be suffered as a result of any such reliance by any producer. 




The Australian pork Industry Quality Assurance Program – SOP 2 (Version 4.0  7/2015).

